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Westcott (left) and Andrews won a provincial senior title together in 1999. Westcott said this year’s provincial senior championship is being
dedicated to Andrews, who is suffering from incurable Creutzfeld-Jakob Disease.

Seniors to ho

JIM BENDER
SunMedia

DAUPHIN — He may not have
qualified for this year's senior men's
provincial championship but Ron
Westcott will play a key part of a
special tribute to Brandon’s Neil
Andrews during the opening cere-
monies at the Fort Rouge Curling
Club later this month.

Andrews is suffering from incur-
able Creutzfeld-Jakob Disease.

“Neil played third for us when
we won Manitoba (1999) and he
was the all-star third at the Cana-
dians,” Westcott said after drop-
ping a 7-2 decision to Virden's
Graham Freeman at the Safeway
Championship yesterday. “So, he
was & big part of our team for a
couple of years and he's from our
hometown — Douglas, Manitoba.

“It was tough news when we all
learned that he was diagnosed with
afatal disease. So, we're dedicating
the provincial seniors to Neil. Right
now, Neil is too sick to come in so
his brother, Darryl, is coming in for
the opening ceremonies.”

Andrews has apparently deteri-
orated quickly since Christmas.

“Hesat the pointwhere he maybe
knows you a bit but he can't really
communicate,” Westcott said.

The program will include a fea-
ture story of Andrews who also
skipped a squad to the 2004 Man-
itoba senior title.

“If you follow sports, he's gotten
a lot of tributes these last few
months in Brandon,” Westcott
said. “He's done so much for sports
— baseball and organizing any
event in Brandon, he’s always in
charge of the ice. So, everyone's
really devastated by the news. This
is our part to give him some credit.

“Everyone, I'm sure, has played
Neiland not onlyis he agood play-
er but he’s an ambassador of the
game. He's just a classy guy and it's
just horrible news for the family
and curling in general.”

Westcott, however, could not
resist giving Andrews a good-
natured dig.

“I used to beat him in curling in
Douglas,” he recalled. “We played
for nickels and if he had paid up, I
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would have owned his farm.

“We always talked about who put
Douglas on the map and we both
agreed thatMabel Mitchell didbecause
she won two (senior) Canadians.”

CRUSHER: It was a crushing
loss. And an impressive comeback.

Petersfield’s Dave Boehmer scored
eightunanswered pointsin threeends
to overcome a 7-2 deficit and bounce
Portage la Prairie’s Ryan Hyde 10-7.

“The seventh end, I thought the
(Safeway Championship) was
over,” admitted Boehmer. “I'm sure
there was no doubt in anyone’s
minds on our team. We just decid-
ed to play another end or two to see
if we could mount that comeback.

“I don’t know whether to be
happy because you play like that
and let a team get a lead on ya.
How many times are you going to
come back from that?”

BOUNCEDLATE: On thelate draw;,
Neepawa's Kelly Robertson, Granite's
Bob Sigurdson, Valour Road’s Dave
Smith, Thompson's Rae Haintstock
and Westcott were eliminated.
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Andrews

Frishree
interference?

DAUPHIN — A hush fell
over the crowd as La Salle
skip Randy Neufeld
attempted to draw full eight
for the win with the hammer
in the 10th end.

But just after he released
the rock, a Frisbee tossed
towards the crowd by
Hamiota’s Allan Lawn (Kelly
Skinner) landed near the
heel of one of the sweepers
and broke, possibly spraying
debris on to the ice.
Neufeld’s rock picked and

West Kildonan’s Pete
Nicholls stole the winning
two points.

Afterwards, an MCA offi-
cial had a chat with Lawn, as
well as the other competi-
tors, to warn them against
such antics.

~ Bender



